1ac
1ac plan
The United States federal government should remove its economic blockade toward Cuba.

1ac—multilateralism

The advantage is multilateralism

two internal links
1. Change in Cuba policy sends a vast international signal of the shift in US foreign policy toward multilat
Colvin, 8 (Jake, fellow with the New Ideas Fund, a group that seeks new approaches and paradigms for U.S. national security and foreign policy. He is also Vice President for Global Trade Issues at the National Foreign Trade Council (NFTC) and oversees the Cuba initiative of USA*Engage, “The Case for a New Cuba Policy”, 12/23/2008, http://web.archive.org/web/20120904201743/http://www.newideasfund.org/proposals/Colvin%20-%20Cuba%20-%20Master.pdf)

A signal to the world Beyond the domestic political benefit of … I think you can do that with Cuba.
The plan creates a credible model for multilateral conflict resolution

Dickerson 10 – Lieutenant Colonel, US Army, paper submitted in fulfillment of a Master of Strategic Studies Degree at the US Army War College (Sergio M, “UNITED STATES SECURITY STRATEGY TOWARDS CUBA,” 1/14/10, http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a518053.pdf)//SJF

At the international political level, President Obama sees …greater global order bringing true peace for years to come.

2. Hemispheric diplomacy in Latin America- it’s critical to solve global multilateralism 
Grandin 10 – teaches history at New York University and is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (Greg, “Empire's Senescence: U.S. Policy in Latin America,” New Labor Forum, 19:1, Winter 2010, pg. 14-23)//SJF

Washington’s relations with Latin America… based on mutual interest and mutual respect.” 
Specifically the unconditional removal of the embargo—anything else won’t create the same symbol 
Vivanco 6 - LLM from Harvard Law School, Americas director of Humans Rights Watch (Jose Miguel, “Restraint, not force, will bring change to Cuba”, humans rights watch, 12/22/06, http://www.hrw.org/news/2006/12/21/restraint-not-force-will-bring-change-cuba, google scholar)

This reluctance would be understandable but misguided. Most … US stops acting like Goliath will Cuba stop looking like David.

Scenario 1 is sustainable leadership

US leadership is unsustainable without a highly visible commitment to multilateralism

Lake 10 – Professor of Social Sciences, distinguished professor of political science at UC San Diego (David A., “Making America Safe for the World: Multilateralism and the Rehabilitation of US authority”, http://dss.ucsd.edu/~dlake/documents/LakeMakingAmericaSafe.pdf)

The safeguarding of US authority requires multilateralism … own self-interest, lead the way to a new world order.

Unilateralism is unsustainable—multilateralism increases burden sharing that sustains primacy
Jones, 11 – Professor of European Studies at the SAIS Bologna Center and Director of the Bologna Institute for Policy Research (Erik, “Power, Leadership and US Foreign Policy,” The International Spectator, Vol. 46, No. 3, September 2011, 13–23 http://www.jhubc.it/facultypages/ejones/International_Spectator_2011.pdf
Throwing money at the Arab world is not an option. … function of the efforts of those who follow. And a leader without followers has little choice but to go it alone.

2,000 years of history prove hegemony is true—because status-based competition is inevitable only hegemony solves

Wolforth et. al 11 (William is the Daniel Webster Professor at Dartmouth College, where he teaches in the Department of Government.  Edited by Michael Mastanduno, Professor of Government and Dean of Faculty at Dartmouth College, and G. John Ikenberry, Professor of Politics and International Affairs at Princeton University, “Unipolarity, status competition, and great power war” International Relations Theory and the Consequences of Unipolarity pg. 48-49) General patterns of evidence

Despite increasingly compelling findings concerning the importance …  Amarna system – appears consistent with the hypothesis.
Heg decline causes great power war and increased balancing

Zhang and Shi, 1/22/11 – *Yuhan Zhang is a researcher at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Washington, D.C.; Lin Shi is from Columbia University. She also serves as an independent consultant for the Eurasia Group and a consultant for the World Bank in Washington, D.C. (America’s decline: A harbinger of conflict and rivalry, http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/01/22/americas-decline-a-harbinger-of-conflict-and-rivalry/) 
This does not necessarily mean that the…a future that will inevitably be devoid of unrivalled US primacy.
multiple independent fields support our hegemony advantage, prefer our advantage because it is interdisciplinary

Wohlforth 09 (professor of government at Dartmouth College) “ Unipolarity, Status Competition, and Great Power War”Project Muse

Mainstream theories generally posit that states … directly contradict their material interest in security and/or prosperity. 
Scenario two—hemispheric diplomacy 

US Cuba policy is the vital internal link – greater economic engagement is the litmus test for engaging all of Latin America

Perez, 10 ​– JD, Yale Law (David, “America's Cuba Policy: The Way Forward: A Policy Recommendation for the U.S. State Department” 13 Harv. Latino L. Rev. 187, Spring, lexis)
Anti-Americanism has become the political chant…would go a long way toward creating goodwill.
Only lifting the embargo sends a clear signal to improve Latin American relations

White, 13 -Senior fellow at the Center for International Policy and former U.S. ambassador to Paraguay and El Salvador (Robert, “After Chávez, a Chance to Rethink Relations With Cuba”, New York Times, 3/7/13, http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/08/opinion/after-chavez-hope-for-good-neighbors-in-latin-america.html?pagewanted=all)//TL
FOR most of our history, the United States…would be reduced to a historical footnote. 
Cooperation prevents a laundry list of impacts—aggressive democracy promotion disincentivizes coop now—only discarding this ideology makes instititutions successful
Kupchan, 2012  (Charles, professor of International Affairs at Georgetown University and senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, “No One's World: The West, the Rising Rest, and the Coming Global Turn”, Kindle edition (no page numbers) 

Although Western hegemony is in its waning days … if they are to agree on an ideological foundation for the next world.

2ac
2. Engagement includes removal of trade barriers 

Haass and O’Sullivan, 2k - *Vice President and Director of Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution AND **a Fellow with the Foreign Policy Studies Program at the Brookings Institution (Richard and Meghan, “Terms of Engagement: Alternatives to Punitive Policies” Survival,, vol. 42, no. 2, Summer 2000, http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/articles/2000/6/summer%20haass/2000survival.pdf
Architects of engagement strategies can choose … possible incentives used in the form of engagement.

The thesis of the DA is wrong 

Duddy & Mora 13 [Patrick – US Ambassador to Venezuela until 2010 and Senior Lecturer at Duke. And Frank – Director of Latin American Center at Florida Intl University and former Assistant Secretary of Defense – Western Hemisphere (09-13). “Latin America: Is U.S. influence waning?” 5/1/13 http://www.miamiherald.com/2013/05/01/3375160/latin-america-is-us-influence.html#storylink=cpy]
As Moises Naim notes in his recent book, The End of Power, there has been an … alone would justify more U.S. attention to the region.
Competition for influence in Latin America is not zero-sum
Cerna 11 Michael Cerna is a graduate student in International Policy Management at Kennesaw State University, “China's Growing Presence in Latin America: Implications for U.S. and Chinese Presence in the Region,” April 15, 2011, China Research Center, Vol. 10, http://www.chinacenter.net/chinas-growing-presence-in-latin-america-implications-for-u-s-and-chinese-presence-in-the-region/, Accessed Date: 6-12-13 y2k

With both the U.S. and China making gains…U.S. influence presents a major problem. 

Specifically, increased Chinese influence risks war over Taiwan

Fergusson ‘12 (Robbie, Researcher at Royal Society for the Arts, Featured Contributor at International Business Times, Former Conference & Research Assistant at Security Watch, Former Researcher at University College London, Master of Science, China in the International Arena, The University of Glasgow, “The Chinese Challenge to the Monroe Doctrine,” http://www.e-ir.info/2012/07/23/does-chinese-growth-in-latin-america-threaten-american-interests/)
Taiwan – domestic, or foreign policy?¶ China’s …  conclude a settlement on Taiwan, perhaps by force. ¶ 

Draws in the US and causes extinction Lowther 3/16 William, Taipei Times, citing a report by the Center for Strategic and International Studies, 3/16/13, “Taiwan could spark nuclear war: report,” http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2013/03/16/2003557211
Taiwan is the most likely potential crisis that …tremendously dangerous and quite possibly devastating.”

China’s expansion is militarized and aggressive – must push them out

Dowd, 13 --- served as an adjunct professor and lecturer at Butler University, a researcher and administrator at leading think tanks, and a congressional aide (4/19/2013, Alan W., “Monroe Doctrine Version 2.0,” http://www.legion.org/landingzone/214857/monroe-doctrine-version-20, JMP)

Much has been reported about Washington’s pivot … There is room for only one great power in the Western Hemisphere.

Solves middle east war

Brzezinski 12 (Zbigniew, US National Security Advisor to Jimmy Carter, Professor of American Foreign Policy at Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies, scholar at CSIS, Jan/Feb 2012, "8 Geopolitically Endangered Species," www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/01/03/8_geopolitically_endangered_species?page=0,7 SL)

8. ISRAEL and the GREATER MIDDLE … s; vulnerability of America's Persian Gulf allies.
this evidence definitively takes out uniqueness—talks in Geneva are failing, Obama’s PC isn’t key, too many gaps, and Congress will impose more sanctions in just a few weeks
BBC News 11/22/13 MIDDLE EAST 22 November 2013 Last updated at 12:30 ET Iran and world powers struggle on nuclear deal in Geneva http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-25041814
World powers are struggling to reach … which disrupted the first round of talks.

Healthcare controversy spills over to Iran

Pecquet 11/14/13, Anti-Obama ad ties O-Care to Iran, http://thehill.com/blogs/global-affairs/middle-eastnorth-africa/190342-anti-obama-ad-ties-o-care-to-iran

A new Web ad riffs off President Obama's … balking at the administration's request to loosen sanctions on Iran and delay new ones. 

If the plan causes a fight it solves the DA 

Dickerson ’13 (John, Chief Political Correspondent at the Slate, Political Director of CBS News, Covered Politics for Time Magazine for 12 Years, Previous White House Correspondent, Go for the Throat!, http://tinyurl.com/b7zvv4d)

The challenge for President Obama’s speech is the … that will leave it, at least temporarily, in disarray.
Plan would be a political win for Obama

Hinderdael 11,  (Klaas, “Obama's Cuba Policy and a Guideline for Improved Leadership”

BCJIA Editors, June 11, 2011, http://bcjournal.org/volume-14/breaking-the-logjam.html?printerFriendly=true)

In the wake of a markedly diminished …, but still voted for Senator John McCain.¶ 

B. Symbol of commitment

Burgsdorff, 9– Ph. D in Political Science from Freiburg University, EU Fellow at the University of Miami (Sven Kühn von, “Problems and Opportunities for the Incoming Obama Administration”, http://aei.pitt.edu.proxy.lib.umich.edu/11047/1/vonBurgsdorfUSvsCubalong09edi.pdf)
6.3 How would the international community react… the international community as steps  towards effective multilateralism
Cuba says no—

a. Cuba will use the condition to veto the plan

Ratliff, 9 - Research Fellow at the Independent Institute and a member of the Board of Advisors of the Institute’s Center on Global Prosperity. He is also a Research Fellow and Curator of the Americas Collection at the Hoover Institution (William, “Why and How to Lift the U.S. Embargo on Cuba”, 5/7, 

http://www.independent.org/newsroom/article.asp?id=2496)

How has the embargo failed? It has … a demeaning, hypocritical and counterproductive policy.
b. Conditional offers allow the regime to refuse and maintain the embargo– unconditional repeal is crucial to restore regionalism 

Holmes, 10– B.A. from Georgetown, Master’s Thesis (Michael G., June 21, 2010, “Seizing the Moment”, https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/553334/holmesMichael.pdf?sequence=1, pg. 60-63)//NG

Another area the war highlighted is the United States… United States government acting for the greater good.

human nature – anarchic worlds from the dawn of time to today created an impetus for realist thought.
Thayer 2004 – Thayer has been a Fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and has taught at Dartmouth College and the University of Minnesota [Darwin and International Relations: On the Evolutionary Origins of War and Ethnic Conflict, University of Kentucky Press, 2004, pg. 75-76 //adi]

The central issue here is what causes … (such as meeting their own and their family's or tribes need for food, shelter, or other resources).

Hegemony is crucial to solve genocide and ethnic violence 

Lieber 2005 – PhD from Harvard, Professor of Government and International Affairs at Georgetown, former consultant to the State Department and for National Intelligence Estimates (Robert, “The American Era”, pages 51-52, WEA)

The United States possesses the military and … region of Western Sudan provides a more recent example. 

Prefer our impacts – your long term inevitability claims are nonfalsifiable – our short term scenarios are more valid 

Christopher J. Fettweis (assistant professor of national security affairs at the U.S. Naval War College) May 2004 “  Evaluating IR's Crystal Balls: How Predictions of the Future Have Withstood Fourteen Years of Unipolarity” International Studies Review Volume 6, Issue 1, Pages 79-104 

Finally, and perhaps least important, the charge … ways. A little later this essay will seek to begin that measurement. 

