PLAN: The United States federal government should substantially increase its economic engagement toward Cuba by transforming the United States Naval Station at Guantánamo Bay into a biomedical disease research facility. 

ADVANTAGE ONE IS TROPICAL DISEASE 

Neglected Tropical Diseases are widespread
Carlos Francos-Parades, 8/2013 downloaded to be released, 2014
Neglected Tropical Diseases in Latin America, http://www.springer.com/biomed/virology/book/978-3-7091-1421-6

More than one billion are affected by neglected tropical diseases
RTI International 2013
http://www.rti.org/page.cfm/Neglected_Tropical_Disease_Programs_194 (response to intervention)

Diseases bad, lead to extinction
Smith, 06 Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Brown University., (Katherine F. Smith 10/5/2006, http://www.brown.edu/Research/Sax_Research_Lab/Documents/PDFs/evidemnce20for20role20of20disease.pdf PB) 

NTD's trap over 100 million in structural poverty in Latin America
Advanced Experimental Medicine and Biology, 2013 (medical journal);764:1-12.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23654053

Poverty is the equivalent to a would-be thermonuclear war between the former-USSR and the US every 15 years
James Gilligan, 2000 Department of Psychiatry Harvard Medical School, VIOLENCE: REFLECTIONS ON OUR DEADLIEST EPIDEMIC, , p 195-196. 

Tropical Diseases destabilizes communities
Thompson and Hotez, 2009
http://www.plosntds.org/article/info3Adoi2F10.13712Fjournal.pntd.0000346

Communities destabilized by disease leads to war
Broder, S., 01S.L. Hoffman, and P.J. Hotez. 2001. "Cures for the Third World's problems". EMBO Reports, vol. 3, no. 9, pp. 806-812.

Engaging Guantanamo as a biomedical research institutional solves for tropical disease through vaccine diplomacy 
Peter Hotez, President of the Sabin Vaccine Institute in 2008
Peter, President, Sabin Vaccine Institute
http://www.plosntds.org/article/info3Adoi2F10.13712Fjournal.pntd.0000201 (Open Access Journal)

Medical diplomacy key to foreign policy of fairness and equity 
Thompson et al 2009, 
Waging Peace through Neglected Tropical Disease Control: A US Foreign Policy for the Bottom Billion
Thompson and Hoetz, http://www.plosntds.org/article/info3Adoi2F10.13712Fjournal.pntd.0000346

ADVANTAGE TWO IS TERRORISM

The legacy of Guantanamo is torture which creates more terrorists
Azar ’13. Fiza Asar Mar 25, 2013. Is War on Terror a Bad Strategy. Formerly with Office and Campaigns Assistant at Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) Deputy Manager, Marketing at The Citizens Foundation. School of Oriental and African Studies, U. of London Mills College

A terrorist attack escalates to a global nuclear exchange
Speice 06 
06 JD Candidate @ College of William and Mary Patrick F. Speice, Jr., “NEGLIGENCE AND NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION: ELIMINATING THE CURRENT LIABILITY BARRIER TO BILATERAL U.S.-RUSSIAN NONPROLIFERATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS,” William and Mary Law Review, February 2006, 47 Wm and Mary L. Rev. 1427edlee 

Terrorist attack in the U.S. whill trigger retaliation that will kill 100 million 
Greg Easterbrook, 2001 senior editor with THE NEW REPUBLIC, November 2001, p. www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0111/01/gal.00.html. (UNDRG/C324) 

This will escalate to mass extinction via global nuclear war
Sid-Ahmed, 2004Mohamed Al-Ahram Weekly political analyst, 
Al-Ahram Weekly, "Extinction!" 8/26, no. 705,  http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2004/705/op5.htm

The name "Guantanamo" is synonymous with torture around the world
Hansen, 2011 Guantánamo: An American History, Jonathan M. Historian, Harvard Univ. p. 1

The dehumanization that torture necessitates breeds a way of thinking about other people that turns us into a brutal, violent people that won't think twice about the humanity of those outside of our moral compass - this makes all forms of violence possible
Crelinsten 3 
(RONALD CRELINSTEN is Professor of Criminology at the University of Ottawa, Canada, Observatorio de Seguranca, The world of torture: A constructed reality, 2003, http://www.observatoriodeseguranca.org/files/the20world20of20torture.pdf)

Closing the prison at Guantanamo is not enough- to prevent it as a recruiting tool for terrorism we must economically engage convert it into a positive - research center for tropical disease
Kristoff, 2009
Nicholas, New York Times, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/29/opinion/29kristof.html?_r=3andhp
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